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11 October 2010
To Whom It May Concern:

  UCSD Multiple Subjects credential candidates have been given an assignment in which they are asked to collect specific data about the language proficiencies and academic achievement of elementary students in their placement classrooms.  This assignment is part of coursework for Teaching the English Learner (EDS 351) and/or BCLAD requirements.  The purpose of this assignment is to help prospective teachers learn to use multiple assessment measures to plan instruction.  In particular, our candidates are learning how to interpret California English Language Development Test (CELDT) data and other measures of language proficiency.  They learn about legal requirements for providing services to English learners as well as for reclassifying EL students as English proficient.  Our candidates will compile individual Student Profiles using the data that they collect, incorporating such information as CELDT scores and any achievement data in the student’s primary or second language that helps provide a portrait of the child’s growth in second language proficiency.  No aggregate data at the classroom level has been requested, nor data on any children other than those selected for this assignment through consultation between the student teacher and the cooperating teacher.    Furthermore, candidates have been instructed to use pseudonyms for all children, teachers, school sites and districts in this assignment.  

     We hope that this letter answers any questions or concerns you might have about this assignment.  Please feel free to contact us at any time if you would like to discuss any aspect of the activity.  Thank you for supporting the learning of our prospective teachers.  

Sincerely,

Katherine Melanese

Lecturer, UCSD Education Studies Program

kmelanese@ucsd.edu

