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Teaching the English Learner (Multiple Subjects):
Individual Student Profiles
Rationale and objectives

This assignment will provide you with practice in bringing together multiple sources of information about two individual English learners in your classroom.  You will organize language and literacy conversations with each child and a member of the family, carry out an assessment of language skills, as well as conduct one focused observation of talking and listening in the classroom.  In order to make informed judgments about this information, you will also gather results of more formal assessments (such as the CELDT) and other relevant data from your classroom teacher or other staff involved with the child’s educational program.  In this way, you will practice data analysis and instructional planning of “next steps” for students at a wide variety of second language proficiency levels across the grades.   By the end of this project, you will also have begun to build or deepen respectful relationships with students and their families, and have the opportunity to reflect on the benefits and constraints of using multiple forms of assessment to learn how to meet the needs of all learners.

Format
This assignment includes an individual profile for each of two students plus an overall reflection.  Each profile has five parts assembled in the following order:  

1. Cover sheet: Individual Profile Analysis & Reflection (see page 3, parts I-III of this document for format).  This section draws from the other supporting materials described below, so you will complete it after gathering data for these sections as well as some additional information about your student.

2. Documenting Prior Experience (Learning Record, Part A – p. 91*)

3. Data Collection on Talking & Listening (Learning Record Data Collection:  Talking & Listening – p. 95)

4. Summarizing Student Language Experiences (Learning Record, Part B1 – p. 92)

5. Express Assessment recording sheet

Final Section will include the Overall Reflection (see page 3, part IV of this document)

*NOTE: You will find required forms in the Learning Record Handbook that you will need to duplicate for each student.  All Learning Record forms may be handwritten (legibly, please!) or you may type them using the same format provided in the text. 

The entire assignment is due Monday, Dec. 6.  Please submit your work with one section for each student and another section for your overall reflection (see page 3 of this document for what to include in the overall reflection) and clip together before submitting.

Evaluation

Each profile is worth 20 points, and together they form about 35% of your grade for this course.  Assigned course readings and class discussion will provide you with background information and specific examples, but general criteria include:

· Complete and accurate information is provided

· Evidence is provided for all evaluative statements, judgments, conclusions

· Analysis and conclusions reflect understanding of course material (connections to readings, lectures, handouts, TPE 7, etc. are clearly made)

· Writing style demonstrates professionalism  (observing confidentiality, tone, etc.)

Timelines, selection of students and general suggestions 

These timelines are only a suggestion meant to facilitate completion of the project, based on past experience.  You will not be evaluated on whether or not you meet them, as long as the project is complete on the due date.  We will provide time in class to discuss your questions and progress in this activity along the way.  

By Oct. 20:  In consultation with your cooperating teacher, select two English learners for this project and discuss plans for contacting a family member of each student.  You may do this by phone, although meeting family members in person is preferable.   You will need 15-20 minutes for each of these family conversations.

At this time you may also be able to gather data for each student’s profile, such as CELDT scores.  **In order to maintain confidentiality, please use only the student’s first name or initials in all sections of this assignment.
NOTE:  The term “English learners” for this assignment includes students who meet the legal definition:  they have a home language other than English, have been assessed on the CELDT, and have not yet met criteria for reclassification.  However, for our purposes we also use the term to include bilingual students who have another home language (or languages), whether or not these students have ever been classified as “ELL” or have been reclassified as Full English Proficient (FEP or RFEP).  If you are unsure about this requirement, can’t find students meeting the criteria or have other questions, please contact the instructor for assistance.  

NOTE for students in EDS 352A:  Please be sure to select at least one student who is receiving instruction in Spanish.  You will use this student’s profile to meet part of the requirements for that course.

By Nov. 3:  Assess both students using the Express Placement Assessment.

By Nov. 17  Conduct one observation of Talking & Listening.  Suggestion:  select one time of day for this and a limited amount of time.  You can either take notes directly on the Data Collection Sheet or on another paper and transfer them to the Data Collection Sheet.  You will find it helpful to refer to the “Dimensions of Learning” (Learning Record, p. 3) and what you have learned through other readings and discussion about second language acquisition to guide your observations.  Be sure that your observations include only what students actually say or do, not your inferences about those behaviors.  You will use the observation to make inferences in other sections of the assignment (e.g., Analysis & Reflection; Learning Record, Part B1 – p. 92).  

Dec. 6:  Entire assignment due
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Individual Student Profile Cover Sheet:

ANALYSIS AND REFLECTION (1-3 pages total per child)

Please complete parts I-III for each student, and part IV for the overall assignment.

Student name (use first name only or initials):  

I.  CLASSROOM CHARACTERISTICS

Language(s) in which child receives instruction (include different subject areas if appropriate in bilingual classroom):

Special program(s) in which child participates, if any (eg., SEI, in-class or pull-out ELD, alternative bilingual program, special education):

Types of instructional strategies you have observed and/or used in the classroom to support English language development and content understanding:

II.  ASSESSMENT DATA

CELDT score (most recent) if available:

Express Placement results:

Other language and/or literacy assessment data if available (specify language if other than English):

III.  ANALYSIS AND NEXT STEPS:

Which language proficiency stage do you believe describes the student’s current proficiency (e.g. beginning, early intermediate, intermediate, early advanced, advanced)? NOTE:  1) ASL-MA students are encouraged to use ASL scales from EDS 342A.  2) BCLAD (Spanish) students will use this space to discuss English Language Development as well as primary language.  

What evidence supports your conclusion (refer to attached Learning Record documents as well as to assessment data reported above, CELDT resources, ELD Standards, Appendix B in LR Handbook and other observations and data you have collected)?

What types of instruction and learning experience do you believe would help the student advance to the next level of language proficiency?  Why? 

What other type of assessment information would be useful to obtain in order to plan further instruction?  Why?

IV.  OVERALL  REFLECTION (approx 1 page to be included after the two student profiles):

Write about your own learning through participation in this project.  What did you learn about teaching English learners (refer to TPE 7)?  What did you learn about each child that will inform your teaching of all children in your classroom?  What are your thoughts about the value of using multiple forms of assessment to guide teaching?

