EDS 342A

Writing Assignment #1                                     

Come to session 2 Tuesday, October 4, prepared to discuss the following questions. Write a rough draft for class and after class, you will be provided time to revise. This writing assignment will be due Thursday, October 6 no later than 5 pm.
1. Considering Chapter 1 in Livingston, how does she describe educating deaf children bilingually in terms of various models in Bilingual Education (transitional, early-exit, late-exit, gradual exit, two way immersion or dual language, ESL? What model, if any, might best fit ASL English bilingual/multicultural classroom? What practices in bilingual education or ESL does she perceive as ineffective for deaf children? What theoretical framework does she promote for language and learning for deaf children?

2. Using Cummins’ theoretical framework for intervention, how does Livingston align or not with Cummins’ theoretical model to empower or disable students? In what ways can Cummins theoretical framework build an argument in support of educating deaf children bilingually?  

3. Insufficient exposure and linguistic mismatch are two assumptions or conventional wisdoms that are often used as the premise for minority children’s failure in school. Mayer & Wells address the linguistic interdependence theory. What arguments do they make for supporting a bilingual approach for deaf children? What arguments are made that do not align with a bilingual approach for Deaf children?  If you attended a presentation of Mayer & Wells, what questions might you raise? Is their argument another assumption contributing to the failure of deaf students? 

4. Based on the readings for this course and other courses so far, what specific information, theories/principles and research might be useful tools for conversations with families, administrators and other teachers to encourage their support and deepen their understanding of bilingual education for deaf and hard of hearing children?
Submit to Turnitin.com by Thursday, October 6 no later than 5 pm.

