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Bilingual Instructional Practices (ASL)

Individual Student Profile Assignment

Rationale and objectives

This assignment will provide you with practice in bringing together multiple sources of information about one individual bilingual learner in your classroom.  You will organize language and literacy conversations with the student and a member of the family, as well as conduct focused observations of talking/listening/signing and reading/writing in the classroom.  In order to make informed judgments about this information, you will also gather results of more formal assessments and other relevant data from your classroom teacher or other staff involved with the child’s educational program.  At our final class meeting, you will have the chance to share your findings in class with your EDS colleagues.  In this way, you will practice data analysis and instructional planning of “next steps” for students at a wide variety of first and second language proficiency levels across the grades.  By the end of this project, you will also have begun to build or deepen respectful relationships with students and their families, and you will have the opportunity to reflect on the benefits and constraints of using alternative assessments in meeting the needs of all learners.

Format
The complete assignment has four principal parts, assembled in the following order.

1. Cover sheet:  Individual Profile Analysis & Reflection summary (see sheet attached to this handout for format).   This section draws from the other supporting materials described below, so you will complete it after gathering data for these sections as well as some additional information about your student.

2. Documenting Prior Experience (Learning Record, Part A Literacy Conversations with child families –   Here you will want to learn as much as you can about the students’ language & school history, attitudes toward bilingualism, and other information that can help you be the most effective teacher possible for this student.  You may wish to explain the assignment to the student and her/his parents in this way, so that the purpose is clear:  you are using the information you collect to help you learn to be an effective bilingual teacher. 
· Videotape your explanation to the families about The Learning Record and/or

· Write a letter that you will send to the families to explain the project. 
· Document the literacy conversations with both the student and the family using the Learning Record format (Part A) 

3. Documenting Language and Literacy Experiences.  Include observational data using the ASL Scale of Development and the Reading and Writing Scales as your guide for observations.  Please record your observations and analysis using the Learning Record data collection forms: observations for T/L/ASL; Writing Sample; Reading Sample as described below:

· TWO observations of Talking/Listening/ASL using the Learning Record Data Collection: Talking & Listening format.  Use the ASL Scale of Development to determine proficiency level of student. For each observation documented, circle and date the descriptors on the ASL Scale that describe best what you observed and documented

· TWO videotaped conversations of the student using ASL with another peer and/or adult or during a presentation to the class. The videotape can capture the student in any social and learning context e.g. classroom, playground, lunch, learning centers, presentation.  Determine where on the ASL Scale this language sample aligns with ASL proficiency levels.  Highlight and date the descriptors on the ASL Scale that describes best what was captured. 
· One analysis of student writing using the Learning Record Analysis of a Writing Sample format.  Please scan also a copy of the child’s writing sample. If the child’s writing is not readable, ask the child to read back the information to you and/or ask for them to tell you about their drawings/scribbles. Write what the child says on the “writing sample of the child” plus the date. Afterwards, respond to the prompts on the data collection form for “Writing Sample”.

· One analysis of student “reading” a book selected by you or by the student (if appropriate). Use of Nonverbal and Verbal Observational Tool and book sharing activity for very young children 2-5 years old to document the reading behaviors/strategies that are developing. Use the RCC to document reading for older students during a one to one conference. After completion of one of these assessments analyze your findings in more depth by transferring specific information/results to the Learning Record Data Collection form: “Reading Sample” with specific evidence/responses for each section.

4. Summarizing Language and Literacy Experiences.  Drawing upon your observations and analyses, please comment on the child’s current development and what you think the next steps should be to help her/him grow as a biliterate individual.  Use the following Learning Record sections:

· Part A: Student and Family literacy conversations
· B1:  Talking and Listening/ASL
· B2:  Reading

· B3:  Writing 
Go to http://www.learningrecord.org/ and download the print format of The Learning Record Forms. Use these forms and save as a file for each student. These forms will be submitted to Turnitin.com by Saturday, Dec. 10 no later than 5 pm.
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Individual Student Profile Cover Sheet:

ANALYSIS AND REFLECTION (1-3 pages total)

Student name:  

CLASSROOM CHARACTERISTICS

Language(s) in which child receives instruction (include different subject areas if appropriate in bilingual classroom):

Special program(s) in which child participates, if any (eg., SEI, in-class or pull-out ELD, Speech & Language, alternative bilingual program, Adaptive PE, Behavior Plans/Specialist):

Types of instructional strategies you have observed and/or used in the classroom to support English language development and content understanding:

ASSESSMENT DATA

Language, Speech (when appropriate) and/or literacy assessment data if available for English and ASL (specify language if other than English):

ANALYSIS AND NEXT STEPS:

1. What conclusions can you make about the family’s perspective about their child as a bilingual reader and writer? What is the student’s perspective about themselves as a reader and writer?

· Compare the information of the student and the family conversations (Part A).  What similarities and/or differences can be found?  
· What kinds of information might be useful in planning for instruction and learning experiences?

2. Which language proficiency stage do you believe describes the student’s current proficiency (e.g. beginning, early intermediate, intermediate, early advanced, advanced) in native/primary language? Use the ASL Scale of Development (Herzig, 2002) as your guide for observations and ASL proficiency levels.

· What evidence supports your conclusion? Circle characteristics found on the scale and date observed
· What types of instruction and learning experience do you believe would help the student advance to the next level of native/primary language proficiency?  Why?

Which reading and writing levels do you believe describes the student’s current proficiency (see Reading and Writing Scales)?
· What evidence supports your conclusion?

· What type of instruction and learning experiences do you believe would help the student advance to the next level of Reading and Writing (Refer to your samples of Reading and Writing and the Scales of Reading and Writing)? Why?

3. What other type of assessment information would be useful to obtain in order to plan further instruction?  Why?

4. What relationship(s) do you see between the student’s proficiency in native/primary language and her/his proficiency in English?  
5. What are the IEP goals for the student(s)?  List the goals for each student. 
6. In what ways can you document how you are addressing the IEP goals? What evidence can you use to support the student in meeting his/her IEP goals?
REFLECTION (approx 1 page)

Write about your own learning through participation in this project about teaching English learners (TPE 7) and about bilingualism and preparation for becoming a bilingual teacher.  What did you learn about these 2 students that can inform your teaching of all learners in your classroom?  What are your thoughts about the value of multiple forms of assessment? What did you learn about the 2 students’ IEP goals? 
NOTE:  All Learning Record forms are to be used.  There are electronic forms for the print format at http://www.learningrecord.org/ 

Part 1 (Individual Profile Analysis & Reflection) should also be typed.  Part 1 will be submitted to Turnitin.com as a Reflection Paper. 

Completed Learning Record Forms will be submitted to Turnitin.com. as a paper

All submissions to Turnitin.com are due no later than Dec 10 by 5 pm 
