Weekly Journal Format and Content

Introductory Journal (due session 2, August 11 in class)

Section 1: Orienting Data
The first part of any entry must include orienting data. These include the date, place (grade level, teacher, school) and time (hours that day and cumulative hours) of each classroom visit every week. All hours must be documented in order for you to receive credit.
Categories




Example
name





Ima Student

date 





01-23- 09

grade level; teacher, school


4th grade; Ms. Salcedo; ABC Elementary

hours that day; cumulative hours

9:00-11:30 (2.5 hours; total=9.5 hours)

Section 2:  Introduction
Introduce yourself to your journal partner.  Tell why you are taking this class.  Discuss questions you have about teaching and working in schools.  Describe goals you have for your EDS 128A/139 experience and beyond.  For example, you may wish to write about plans for entering a teacher education program and future teaching interests.  Share any other interesting or relevant information.

Section 3:  Dialogue
Send your entire journal prior to session 2 to your partner. Ask your journal partner some general questions and make comments about their introduction, discuss responses to guiding questions and pose lingering questions for journal entries in section 4.  

Section 4:  Reading Response to Guiding Questions 

Please do not summarize the readings.  The goal is for you to think deeply about the content, analyze, and synthesize.  Specific guiding questions have been provided each week in the syllabus to help you connect the readings to each other as well as to your field experience. You may find it helpful to use these questions to guide but not limit your reading responses and connections.  
In addition to considering these guiding questions, be sure to analyze each of the week’s readings in your response.   You may find it useful to connect the readings to one or more of the following:


your field experience


your role as a CTA and/or prospective teacher


your cooperating teacher’s situation


a personal experience


another reading


a counter-example

What in particular does the author say that connects to your experience?  How does the reading help to explain or highlight the experience?

Respond to the guiding questions for each session (see syllabus). Your first entry will be due Session 2 and the guiding questions have 2 parts based on the readings. 

Part 1: What does it mean to build a “community of learners” as described in Charney? How do the experiences recounted by Meier compare to recommendations made by Charney? You may also wish to reflect on memorable school beginnings and/or what you might do as a teacher to launch the school as well as what you are experiencing in your current placement.

Part 2: How will you get to know all the students in your placement classroom?  What are some specific strategies that you might be able to use in your current placement to get to know all of your students? What are the benefits and constraints of each of the approaches taken by these authors? These articles should help you organize your ideas for Project 2, and you may also wish to raise questions about that assignment.

Weekly Summary (due sessions 3 & 4)
Section 1: Orienting Data
Include all details described above.
Section 2: Partner Dialogue & Response
Send your entire journal to your journal partner and respond to your journal partner’s entry in sections 3 and 4. Be sure to include your partner’s name in this section
Section 3: Fieldwork 

This section has two parts.  First, give a brief summary or sequence of events of what it is you and the students actually did in the classroom each day you spent at the school site.  Here is a sample sequence of events:

9:00-9:45  
Worked with Alicia, Fred and Sammy at a center on fractions. For the most part I asked them questions to help them figure out equivalent fractions.

9:45-10:15 
Recess: While watching students on the playground, I talked with Ms. Salcedo about this morning’s math centers, and about the various schools she has taught in.  Then I walked Gina, Paul, and Brittany to Room 12, where they read to Mr. Wilson’s first graders.

10:15-11:30 
Writing Workshop. I listened to seven students read the stories they had written about life during the Gold Rush. When they each finished writing their stories, they came to me to read their story. Then we talked over their plans for revising their writing.

11:30                   Students went to lunch. After helping to clean up the math centers, I left for the      day.

Next, pick one particular event, activity or episode from the week that had an impact on you, your teacher or your students.  Describe this incident in detail and tell about your reactions.
Section 4:  Reading Response and Connections (See guiding questions in syllabus for week 3 and week 4)
Submitting journals:  Email your entire journal to your journal partner each week.  Bring a hard copy of your journal to class each week 2,3,4.  This hard copy will be submitted to me in class.


5. Final retrospective analysis and reflection upon your weekly journal, Due Tuesday, September 1, Week 5

As part of your final grade for the course, select one of your journal entries from any week 2-4 that you believe demonstrates your skills in describing and reflecting upon classroom activities. Write a “retrospective analysis and reflection”of this journal entry. 

· Upon re-reading this journal and your email partner(s) responses, what do you think shaped your initial descriptions and reflections? 

· In what ways do the ideas you present in the journal still hold? 

· What new sense can you make of that day, given the additional class readings and presentations, discussions in class and the later experiences you have had since you wrote the entry? 

This section should be 1-2 new pages of writing  

