Writing Assignment #4  Politics, Research and Theories
The purpose of this writing activity is to support your successful completion of the individual project. Your responses should be written in detail  and submitted to turnitin.com. After you have been provided feedback from Renata Ward, myself and 1 peer) you will be able to revise and “cut and paste” your revised copy into the individual project.
Address each of the following questions:
1. Write an explanation of the Theoretical Framework That Empowers Linguistic Minority Students (refer to Cummins, J. article in your reader. It was assigned on Wednesday Oct 19) . Explain the importance of Cummins’ framework in empowering students to be successful within the academic settings.
2. Write a description of the pros (BE supporters) and Cons (English Only Arguments) of bilingual education programs based on the readings, lectures, DVD’s, etc.

What are the key points of the arguments for both sides?

What does the research say for each side? What research would support each side of the debate?

3. Write about the following 3 theories explaining each in detail. How do these theories support or not support bilingual education? Explain your answer.

BICS/CALP

Comprehensible Second Language Input

Threshold Hypothesis

4. Select 2 more theories that you think are beneficial in supporting bilingual education. Explain each in detail.

5. Select 2 theories that are often used to attack bilingual education or used to rationalize the failure of linguistic minority students.

6. Describe the findings of 3 research studies that support the effectiveness of bilingual education.  Why are these findings critical for bilingual education?

7. Describe the findings of 3 research studies that support the ineffectiveness of bilingual education. Why are these findings critical for bilingual education?

8. Describe the benefits of bilingualism that is supported by research. Describe briefly the research studies that support the benefits you have described.

Be prepared to discuss your findings in class. Submit to Turnitin.com no later than 2pm, Wednesday November 16

Peermark will be used to provide feedback from 1 of your peers. Go to turnitin.com and select the Peermark assignment for WA #4.  Peermark responses to 1 peer will be due by November 23 no later than 5 pm.
