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Group Investigation Project:

Global Research Investigations

OR

Community Based Investigations

Part A:

Each student is required to do a group project and participate in an oral presentation of an investigation on bilingualism and /or bilingual education program models in the United States or in other countries. Projects may also be focused on national policies and/or legal mandates (state and federal/national), influences of the media on public opinion, bilingual programs for children (Dora The Explorer) It is strongly recommended that groups be no less than 4 members and no larger than 6 members.  
The following components should be included, if available, when investigating a program model in the United States or in other countries. For other topics selected e.g. bilingualism, influence of media, legislation etc, the following components may or may not be included or may or may not be appropriate for the selected topic.

· History of the program that includes stated and unstated policies

· Legal Mandates (state and federal that are applicable) 

· Population served

· Goals & Organization/Structure of the program (maintenance or transitional)

· Target language(s) 

· Methods, Techniques and Materials used, if possible

· Assessment (formal and informal of primary and second language, norm referenced)

· Success of the program (research, accountability etc)

· If the focus is a country other than the United States, comparative/contrastive analysis of issues, policies and legal mandates (state/national) should be included.

· If the program is within the United States, specific controversies or issues that emerge, specific policies that have changed due to legal requirements or socio-cultural influences/factors.

The preliminary proposal should include the following:

1. Topic: Describe the topic of the project (2-3 pages). The suggested and relevant components described previously should be included in this description.

2. Relevance To The Course: Explain how your topic “ties in” to at least one of the course topics (1-2 pages)

3. Outline: Provide a proposed outline of your oral presentation/ project.

4. Annotated Bibliography: (a) Identify at least 3 sources from outside the course readings that you are consulting for your project: Identify the author, title, publication information for each source; describe the work in a paragraph or so; (b) Identify at least 3 sources from within the course that your are consulting for your project; describe the work in a paragraph or so.

5. Sources can include human resources i.e. interviews, observations as well as internet, library and journal articles

6. Instruments: If you are conducting interviews, enclose the questions you will be asking and a description of how the interviews will enhance the 
NOTE: Preliminary Proposal is due no later than Friday November 25th 5pm. 
The following are only suggested topics, and students are strongly encouraged to suggest other topics for investigation.
1. Bilingual Education for Deaf Children in Sweden. The primary source of information for this project is located in a textbook entitiled: Mahshie (1995) Educating Deaf Children Bilingually and can be purchased in the UCSD bookstore.
2. UNZ (Proposition 227): The effects of the implementation of this initiative in California schools and bilingual education are controversial. There are plenty of articles available on-line that will address the issues, controversies and new studies/reports on the success/failure of second language learners.

3.  No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001, Title III. A analysis of this recently passed legislation and how it effects programming for 2nd language learners.  Title VII (the former legislation) may be included as a comparative analysis of what the legislation was as compared to what is mandated now. It is possible to compare Proposition 227 with NCLB. 

4. Bilingual Education Models In Other Countries (Choose only 1 country  of interest)—Japan, Germany, Sweden, Canada to name just a few countries that have models of bilingual education. A complete description of the bilingual education model and its effectiveness /ineffectiveness may be the focus.

5. Two Way Bilingual Education Models are considered to be the most effective and evidenced based models in the United States. An investigation of specific programs that are available in San Diego County, California and/or in the United States might provide insight as to why these models are considered to be the most effective. 
6. Bilingual Education Models (other than Spanish) in California or in the United States. This investigation will focus on another bilingual program using a different primary language of instruction such as Vietnamese, Japanese, etc.

7. San Diego Community Based Project:  An inquiry or investigation of a local school in San Diego County that has existing bilingual programs or programs for second language learners.  
8. Dora The Explorer:  A children’s program that emphasizes bilingualism and the adventures of a little girl. There are controversies that have emerged regarding this particular program.
Part B. 

Presentation format; Each member of the group project will be responsible for presenting information. The group presentation should be no longer than 20 that includes a few minutes for open discussion and questions.  Each group is expected to become "experts" in the selected topic and articulate to the rest of the class the knowledge they have gained through the investigation. 

· The group presentations require visual aids, charts, and/or multi-media presentations, e.g. Powerpoint, Poster sessions require visual aids, charts,

· Handouts (limited to 1 page, front/back if needed) for the participants are required. 

Part II (individual) All members must submit this reflection on turnitin.com no later than Wednesday, November 30 at 2pm. If there any members who do not submit this section, grades will not be awarded for the group or individual until all members have submitted to turnitin.com

· This written narrative should describe the "process" of the investigation.  Some guiding question
· s might be, but not limited to--Why was the topic selected for the group investigation?  Who was responsible for the various parts of the investigation?  What was the division of labor among the group?  

· Describe the challenges and success of the group investigation. Was it difficult to find resources necessary to conduct this investigation?  What information was most valuable?  After the investigation, were there any new topics that emerged that you want to learn more about?  If so, what are these topics?  What did you learn from doing this investigation? What was most significant for you?  Did project and the course change your attitude or understanding about bilingual education?  If so, explain.  This portion of the project should be approximately 1-2 pages. 
