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Grades K-1: Music & Social Studies

Goals: 
Visual Performing Arts Standard 2.2 Students can sing age appropriate songs from memory.  

Social Studies Standard K.2 or 1.3 (depending on grade level) Students know and recognize national symbols such as the Statue of Liberty.

Objective: Given the song “This Land is Your Land,” students will learn some of the national symbols through hand symbols as measured by students starting to be able to sing the song and match appropriate symbols to the right words.
Song: “This Land is Your Land” (Chorus and 1st verse)

This land is your land, this land is my land,

From California, to the New York Islands,

From the redwood forests, to the gulf stream waters,

This land was made for you and me.

As I was walking, that ribbon of highway,

I saw above me, that endless skyway,

I saw below me, that golden valley,

This land was made for you and me.

This land is your land, this land is my land,

From California, to the New York Islands,

From the redwood forests, to the gulf stream waters,

This land was made for you and me.

The Lesson: 

Show students the hand motions associated with “your land” (point in front of you), “my land” (point to self), “California” (point towards the sky), “New York Islands” (make a crown with hands on top of head), “redwood forests” (make a tree with hands above head), and “gulf stream waters” (make a wave with hand).  Have students practice the motions and discuss the symbols they represent and the symbols significance.  Sing song with hand motions several times for students to start getting the hang of it.  Through this lesson, students will learn about some of the national symbols and why they are important to the United States.
