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Theater & Science

 EDS 361C- Visual Arts
	Science & Theater

Grades K-1 



	Goal: 
Students will learn about meadow and swamp animal habitats (CA Life Science Standard 2a- Grade 1).  Students will use chronological ordering skills (CA Language Arts Standard - Listening and Speaking 2.3- Kindergarten) and phonics.  Students will do expression through song, movement, and dramatization.

	Objectives: 

Science Objective

Given a picture walk through a book and read aloud about habitats, students will identify animals and their habitats by naming animals as evidenced by their responses.  


Language Arts Objective
Students will use common organizational structures to put numbers in chronological order and will repeat patterns and rhyming of text during the read aloud as evidenced by student responses.   


Theater Objective
Students will act like animals from the story and use music, volume, facial expressions, and body movement to communicate and perform as evidenced by their performance. 

 

	Materials/preparation: 
Over in the Meadow by Olive A. Wadsworth, Anna Vojtech 

Large chart paper

Laminating film

Markers 

	The Lesson (Completed in three 45-minute class sessions)
Day 1:

Introduction

1. Do a KWL chart about a meadow.

2. Ask students if they’ve ever walked in a meadow and what they saw.

3. Do a walk through of the pictures in the book Over in the Meadow so students can get ideas.

4. Identify animals who live in the meadow and where they live.

Procedure 
1. Do a read aloud of the book with the students.

2. Allow students to join in once they see a pattern.  (There will be one ____, two ______, three _______ (of each animal in the meadow).  Once students notice that the next number is four, you can invite them to help you out.  This gives them practice counting and sequencing numbers in order.

3. After reading the story through one time, tell the students that there are words in the story that rhyme.  Examples: tree and three.  Have students chant “tree” and “three” with you and tell them that they both have the “ee” sound at the end.  Introduce the concept of rhyming words.

Closure 
1. Read through the story again and invite students to read along with you.  

2. Close by asking if they can remember any words that rhymed.

3. Ask students to turn to a partner and tell him/ her about an animal who lives in the meadow.

4. Take some volunteers to stand up and share what their partner or they had said during the sharing time.

Day 2:

Introduction

1. Ask students what they remember from the previous day’s lesson.

2. Ask a few students to share about animals who live in the meadow.

3. Review the KWL chart about Meadows from the previous day.

4. Tell students that they will pick an animal from the book to act out during an interactive read aloud.

Procedure 
1.  Do a quick read aloud of the book with the students.

2. Break up into 10 different groups and assign each group an animal to act out during the read aloud.

3. Set up “areas” around the room where these animals live (“bushes”, “trees”, “grass”, etc) and have students go to their respective areas for where their animal would live in the meadow.

4. Put on some music and do the read aloud again.  Allow students to act like their animals in any way they know how to.  See what happens.

Closure 
1. Ask students what they felt like while being animals in the meadow.

2. Have students do a quick write about their experience.

Day 3:

Introduction

1. Do a KWL chart about a swamp.

2. Ask students what they know about a swamp (who lives there, what’s it like, dry or damp/ wet, etc).  Show them a picture of a swamp with animals who live there to help students get the concept.

3. Put a copy of the song lyrics to “Down in the Swamp” on a piece of chart paper (without the numbers written in).  Read the words to the lyrics and have students help you write in the numbers from one to ten.

4. Sing the song and have students sing along with you.

Procedure 
1. Put students into different animal groups and place them around the room.

2. Put on the music for the song “Down in the Swamp” and have students act out their animals as they sing the song.

Closure 
1. Ask students about their experiences and what they remember about swamps. 

2. Go back to the KWL chart for help.



	Modifications 
I would use the following SDAIE strategies to help with ELL’s and to give students comprehensible input:

- pictures

- charts

- talk in partners

- have students repeat what another student has said

- use of acting and songs

- repetition/ review at the end



	Reflection This lesson has not been implemented yet.  This lesson was taken and adapted from a lesson on the Art and Education website.




 
 

