Grades K-1 Theater

Science 


CA Language Arts Standard 2.3 (Kindergarten) Students will do expression through song, movement, and dramatization.
      Using read aloud texts to engage students in an interactive science lesson about animal habitats in the meadow and the swamp, students will be engaged in theater by taking on the roles of the meadow animals on the second day of the read aloud. Incorporating the use of sequencing and prediction the read aloud lesson will work on Language Arts standards as well as Science standards as the students create a KWL about the habitat of animals in the meadow and then in the swamp. Learning about the meadows with the text Over in the Meadow by Olive A. Wadsworth, Anna Vojtech, the swamp animals will be addressed with the song lyrics to “Down in the Swamp”. Acting out their swamp animals once roles have been assigned and practiced, student engagement will be driven by their ability to act out the roles of the animals and science will be taught through a hands-on approach which also encompasses theater.

*Adapted from the Arts and Education website, we found this site particularly helpful. http://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/teach/les.cfm
Math 

CA Standards, VPA, Standard 2.3 (First) Students will use costumes and props to role play.
       In Math, students will be given a repeated addition word problem, such as “There are four children on the playground.  Their teacher gave each child two gummy bears each.  How many gummy bears do the children have altogether?”  To help students understand the word problem, they will engage in a role-play.  Four volunteers will be chosen to act as they children on the playground and another will act as the teacher.  The props to represent the gummy bears can be large cut out posters so students can see them easily or they can actual gummy bears.  As the necessary materials for the role-playing are brought out, the teacher can point out their connections to theatre and explain what “props” and “costumes” mean.  Props will vary with different word problems.  Other word problems can also be used so that the students can use more props and costumes.

*This website was helpful in evoking thoughts about theater lesson plans, and had a wide variety of theater lessons.
http://www.teach-nology.com/teachers/lesson_plans/arts/drama/ 
Social Studies

California State Standards, Art/Theatre Standard 3.2 (Kindergarten) Portray different community members, such as firefighters, family, teachers, and clerks, through role-playing activities.
      Students will spend a unit learning about the roles of different members in the community, and to complete the unit students and their families will be invited to a career day fair, where families will come representative of their careers and the students will be able to portray the different community members. Sharing their knowledge about the different roles in the community the unit will prepare the students to both act out and explain their role in the community. Preparing for the Career day fair students will be read books which include: See What You Can Be: Explore Careers That Could Be for You!, Protecting your Home, Helping you Learn, Delivering your Mail, Taking you Places, Keeping you Safe. Using these books to introduce careers in the community, the students would be engaged in developing an understanding of their roles in the community and they would demonstrate their understanding through their career day portrayals of the selected community members.
Language Arts

CA Standards, Art/Theatre Standard 2.2 (First) Perform group pantomimes and improvisations to retell familiar stories.    

       Given a read aloud of three different short stories and discussions about the different literary elements, students, working in a group, are able to retell one of the three stories using pantomime and improvisation shown in their performance. To participate in this activity the students will be shown extensive teacher modeling and they will be prompted if necessary with the following; “Who were the characters? What was the problem? How did the problem get fixed?” 

        Getting students into character and their roles we will spend a lot of time talking about what the characters are like and the students will have opportunities to support each other through their group work. Theater practices will be considered as we will talk about what it looks like to be a good audience member and students will practice acting in front of a group

*To incorporate local museums and culture into the children’s experience we will look for performances that might match the Language Arts readings, such as the Peter Pan Play in Balboa Park






