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Visual Arts: Grades 5-6

	SCIENCE


Goal

Art: Creative Expression 2.3 Create a drawing, using varying tints, shades, and intensities.

Science: Life Science 2. Plants and animals have structures for respiration, digestion, waste disposal, and transport of materials. As a basis for understanding this concept:

e. Students know how sugar, water, and minerals are transported in a vascular plant.
Objective 

Given food coloring, stemmed flowers, and individual vases of water, students will observe how water is transported through a plant and visually represent their observations, as measured by student drawings.  

Materials

Plastic vases for each student, stemmed flowers (petals in white), water, paper towels, white drawing paper, colored pencils or crayons

Summary of Lesson 

In this lesson students will be able to visually observe how water is transported through a plant.  They will be given the option to choose what color they would like to use and will fill their own cases with water and food coloring and then place their flower inside.  They will then immediately sketch the flower using the inside-out method described in Goldberg paying close attention to the colors they see and the intensity of the shades.  Student will also make a list of questions they come up with about the plant as they do this.  They will then date the paper and place it in a folder.  The next day students will repeat the process and paying close attention to any color and shading changes that have occurred.  We will engage in a discussion about what we have seen so far on the flowers.  We will discuss what the change in color means and what it tells us about how materials are transported within plants.  Students will then create a final drawing the next day and have another discussion about the coloring and how things have changed yet again.

Resources
· Integrating the Arts, Merryl Goldberg, Page 127-129

· http://www.teachartathome.com/shadingwithcolor.htm 

· http://pbskids.org/zoom/activities/sci/coloringflowers.html
	MATH


Goal

Artistic perception 1.1: Identify and describe the principles of design in visual compositions, emphasizing unity and harmony.

Measurement and Geometry 2.1: Measure, identify, and draw angles, perpendicular and parallel lines, rectangles, and triangles by using appropriate tools (e.g., straightedge, ruler, compass, protractor, drawing software).

Objective

Given pattern blocks students will manipulate triangles, squares, hexagons, trapezoids, and rhombuses to create a tessellating pattern, which they will then recreate in a drawing.  

Materials

Pattern blocks for each student, Pattern block triangle paper, Crayons, markers, colored pencils for each student, Examples of tessellations, Ruler and compass 

Summary of Lesson


Give students pattern blocks and encourage them to create a pattern using one or two types of blocks.  The rule is that there cannot be any spaces between their blocks and they need to be several blocks in all directions from the center.  Have students look at other student patterns after they have had a chance to do this.  Bring the class together and explain that they have created what we call in math a tessellation.  Make sure to point out that a tessellation can be repeated in all directions.  Explain that tessellations can be found everywhere and show examples.  Have students share examples they can think of.  Draw their attention to the idea of symmetry and how it can be seen in these examples.  Creating tessellations requires that you move your shape, there are three moves (slide, flip, and turn).  Describe these moves and demonstrate.  Release students to create their own tessellating pattern with blocks.  Once they are satisfied with their pattern have them use resource sheet 2 to draw and color their pattern.  

Resources
· http:// www.nsa.gov/teachers/es/geom32.pdf (full lesson plan idea with worksheets)

	SOCIAL STUDIES


Goal
Role and Development of the Visual Arts:

3.1 Research and discuss the role of the visual arts in selected periods of history, using a variety of resources (both print and electronic).
3.2 View selected works of art from a culture and describe how they have changed or not changed over different time periods.           
3.4 View selected works of art from a major culture and observe changes in materials and styles over a period of time.
Students will recognize different art styles over time, and identify how they have changed or not changed throughout history.
Objective
Given art materials of different mediums students will create art pieces that reflect their modern day culture, issues and events.
 
Materials
Color Pencils, Crayons, Paints (Watercolors, Acrylics, Tempera, etc), Pastels, Magazines, Construction Paper, Illustration. Board, Black Pens, Anything that students would like to use or incorporate into their art projects.
Summary of Lesson
Have students create an art piece of any size, any medium, and any style (Painting, Drawing, Sculpture, etc.). Giving your students the freedom to use any materials they want, make it any size and to make either a 2-D or 3-D piece will give them more creativity and motivation to focus on the content and meaning of the piece. The ideas is to have students create a visual project that reflects and represents the culture and world issues of their current generation. They could represent fashion, technology, historical events, weather, wars, etc. Students will see how art can illustrate what the world is like. Visual representations through art reflect how people visualize the world around them.  After students have created their projects the teacher should post the works around the room for a walk-around art gallery. Students will walk around to each picture and share briefly about what their pictures mean.  It is important to not limit and create boundaries for students. Since they are in 5th and 6th grade they should have open creative projects where they can explore their ideas through different mediums.
 
Resources
· Art Reference Books
· Comic Books
· Pop Surrealism/Lowbrow Art Books
	LANGUAGE ARTS


Goal

Art: Creative Expression 2.7. Communicate values, opinions, or personal insights through an original work of art.
Language Arts: Narrative Analysis 3.5. Describe the function and effect of common literary devices (simile and metaphor).
Objective 

Given surrealist, cubist, and impressionist paintings students will write similes and metaphors that they see in the work then write their own similar or metaphor and illustrate it. 

Materials: Paintings from…Van Gogh: Allee des Alyscamps, Starry Night; Dali:The Persistence of Memory, Cinquenta—Tigre Real; Picasso: The Old Guitarist; Klimt: The Tree of Life. A wide range of art supplies for students including…drawing pencils, oil pastels, colored pencils, watercolors, paints [not oils!],magazines, glue, and construction paper. 
Summary of Lesson 

In this lesson students will use visual art to learn about and create similes and metaphors as well as compare and contrast the differences in their use and meaning. Begin by displaying one of the paintings and having a discussion about what students literally see. Next discuss what students feel. Explain to students that often painters will paint something literal but it will mean something else and create the emotions they described. In literature, writers can do the same thing through similes and metaphors. Begin with similes. Write the form of a simile then interactively write one. Next, write the same information in a metaphor. Ask students to read both the statements and think about the different meanings each one has. Discuss the differences in structure and meaning of similes and metaphors. Continue writing interactive similes and metaphors for the remaining paintings. Let students know that there are no “wrong answers” in figurative language or painting because it is an interpretation. 

Next students will create their own simile or metaphor and a representative visual illustration. Tell students they can begin with either the figurative language or the visual portion. Visual illustrations should be 2-dimensional and can include: drawing, painting, oil pastel, collage, or whatever creative medium the student chooses. Remind students to think about color choice in their visual, as emotion is evoked strongly through color choice: blue=sadness, melancholy; red=passion. Assessment should not be based on the artistic capacity of the student, but how well their work evokes the simile or metaphor they wrote. 

