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VPA Group Research Lessons

4th-6th Grade: Theatre and History/Social Studies

Boston Tea Party: Tea Party Reenactment

VPA-Theatre standards addressed:

4th grade:

2.0
 CREATIVE EXPRESSION 

2.1 Demonstrate the emotional traits of a character through gesture and action. 

Creation/Invention in Theatre 
2.2 Retell or improvise stories from classroom literature in a variety of tones (gossipy, sorrowful, comic, frightened, joyful, sarcastic). 

5th grade:

5.0
 CONNECTIONS, RELATIONSHIPS, APPLICATIONS 

5.1 Use theatrical skills to dramatize events and concepts from other curriculum areas, such as reenacting the signing of the Declaration of Independence in history–social science. 

6th grade:

3.0
 HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL CONTEXT 


Role and Cultural Significance of Theatre 

3.1 Create scripts that reflect particular historical periods or cultures. 
Lesson Goal:

In this lesson, students research, analyze and reenact the Boston Tea Party.
Instructional Objectives:

Students will:

-Describe the feelings of the colonists after the passage of the Stamp Act and the Townsend Acts.

-Identify two events leading to the Boston Tea Party.

-Perform a reenactment of the Boston Tea Party.-State the purpose of the Boston Tea Party.

Brief Description:
Warm Up

Discuss the major events that led to the colonists' disagreements with the British (i.e., the British taxed the colonists in order to pay their war debts, the Stamp Act, the Townsend Acts, a feeling of "no taxation without representation" by the colonists).

Introductory Activity

Have students review the events surrounding the Boston Tea Party by visiting and discussing Liberty! Chronicle of the Revolution from PBS. Review the Vocabulary. Have students list two major events leading to the Boston Tea Party. Ask students to describe how the colonists must have felt during this time period.

Developmental Activity

Explain that the class will perform a reenactment of the Boston Tea Party. Distribute the Fact Sheet and read through it carefully with the class. Discuss costumes and possible scenery. Distribute the Boston Tea Party Reenactment Script.

Guided Practice

Allow students to rehearse the parts and others work in groups to prepare costumes, scenery, and sound effects. (Remember to use the buckram masks created in the previous lesson, Making a Mask.) Allow students a day or two to rehearse and complete costumes and scenery. Set a performance date. Invite parents and other classes to view the performance.

Independent Practice

The students will perform a dress rehearsal and a final performance with an audience.
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