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VPA Group Research: Grades 4-6 Music Activities
Grades 4-6 Music and Math
Description: Select at least 2 songs that have a different rhythmic feel.  Both should have strong, easy-to-feel beats, and should have obviously stronger and weaker beats within the song.  Select a verse or refrain from each song.  Have students clap along to the beats in the verse/refrain.  Repeat, and have them clap louder on the stronger beats, and quieter on the softer beats.  Explain the difference between measures and beats (each loud clap starts a new measure).  Have students count beats, measures, and beats per measure.  Ask students to make true statements about the beats and measures by using fractions (treating each measure as a whole divided into parts).  As an example of an extension, for a 4/4 measure, can have 2 different groups--one clapping out whole-notes, while the other claps out quarter-notes.  Have students make statements about equivalent fractions, such as 4 quarter-notes equals a whole-note.  Similarly, can help students arrive at statements like 2 quarter-notes is a half-note.                       

Source: http://cnx.org/content/m11807/latest/
VPA Standard: Grade Four, Read and Notate Music 1.3- Read, write, and perform rhythmic notation, including sixteenth notes, dotted notes, and syncopation (e.g., eighth/quarter/eighth note and eighth-rest/quarter/eighth note).

Grades 4-6 Music and Language Arts 

Description: Select a few instrumental songs from all different genres. Include classical, symphony, patriotic, big band, country, and even rap or hip hop. Make sure there is no singing. Have students listen to a few songs. As they listen, have them think about how or what the music makes them think or feel. Connect feelings and emotions to the tempo and tone of the music. As a class, create a list of words that can describe the song, their emotions and the many tempos. In the chart differentiate between adverbs and adjectives by using different colors. After the chart/list has been made, have students use the words to write a narrative about what they think the song might be about and why, or what they think the artist was feeling/thinking when they wrote/composed the song.

Sources:  www.songsforteaching.com/musicappreciation.htm
              www.musictechteacher.com/musicquizzes.htm
VPA Standard: 4th grade 1.0 ARTISTIC PERCEPTION: 1.4 Describe music according to its elements, using the terminology of music.

Grades 4-6 Music and Science

Description: During a lesson on Shaping Earth's Surface, students can compose a "rock" song that gives the details of how one of these processes works (e.g. rivers & streams, earthquakes, volcanoes, etc.).  Students can be shown samples of songs from Bill Nye videos and will listen to songs in duple and triple meter (such as "Lucy in the Sky With Diamonds).  While viewing or listening to the example song, students will take note of the rhythm and beat of the song and how that corresponds to how the words are sung.  First, students will work in groups to come up with an idea for their lyrics.  They will need to have a brief outline of what process they will sing about and the key words they will use and have it be approved by the teacher.  Then, students will work together in their groups to come up with exactly what they would like to say in their lyrics.  Students will be required to create a short song and will sing it for the class.  All students in the class will get a copy of the music and lyrics of their classmates songs and can use them to study with in a fun way!

Source(s): N/A

VPA Standard:6th grade 2.0 Creative Expression: 2.4 Compose short pieces in duple and triple meters.

Grades 4-6 Music and History/Social Studies

Description: Have students name different genres of music (i.e. gospel, blues, jazz, rhythm & blues, rock & roll, soul) and explain to them that most, if not all, have origins from Africa. Select an African 'spiritual' (similiar to gospel music) and 'work chant/holler' (similar to the blues, emphasizes struggles, injustices, etc.) for students to examine. Give students a handout with the lyrics to these songs, and have them work in pairs to examine how these songs give insight into the feelings and life experiences of the African slaves who sung them. Create a class list with students' responses. Next, have students listen to both songs and discuss with a partner any new perspectives they may have on the slaves' experiences based on the tempo and dynamics of the song. Add any new information to the class chart.

Sources:  http://www.negrospirituals.com/song.htm
              http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5759
VPA Standard: 5th grade Historical & Cultural Context: 3.4 Describe the influence of various cultures and historical events on musical forms and styles

