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Goal: Visual and Performing Arts Content Standards for California Public Schools 2.1 Perform in-group improvisational theatrical games that develop cooperative skills and concentration.  

Investigation and Experimentation- Use magnifiers or microscopes to observe and draw descriptions of small objects or small features of objects.

Objective: Given strengthens observation skills the students will enhances and measured by understanding of the ways bugs are classified.

Materials:

Insect guide and spider guide (from the library), magnifying glass, paper, pen or pencil, costume

The lesson:

Introduction: 

Explain to the students that they will be doing an improvisational theatrical activity regarding science.  The students will be acting the story about “The Bug Hunt.” Assign each student to a role.  Give out their 1 or 2 sentences strips so they could practice their lines.

Procedure: 

1. Tell the students that they will be doing the improvisational theatrical activity; the students will pick out their own role.

2. Assign the students to their roles such as: 4 insects, 2 people with a magnifying glass

3. While the students have their own roles, they will be practicing their lines and acting on the stage.

The Bug Hunt play 

4. Have the magnifying glass students go search their home and neighborhood for bugs. (On the stage) places to look include: in corners, around the front door, in the backyard, in the sidewalk cracks, on plants, on lights.

5. One of the magnifying glass person shouted and pointed out “LOOK! I found an insects” the other magnifying glass person said what is that?

6. Once the magnifying glass person found a bug, observe it closely with the magnifying glass.  The insects will act out and make the exact movement as the insects.  Use the guides to identify it. Then have the other magnifying person to go find other bugs they could see.

7. They found cockroaches with dark brownish hard shell on top if it that was match in their guides to identify them.

8. Then have the students record their findings on a piece of paper, then continue and find other insects.

9. Once the magnifying glass persons found couple of insects, then they would go back to their lab and record their data what they have seen.  Also they would have to describe each insect they have seen.

Closure:

Ask the students what they have learned about studying bugs through acting?

What kind of bugs did you find on the stage?




