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VPA Group Research: Grades 2-3

Visual and Performing Arts Integrating Music and History

Understanding the Historical Contributions and Cultural Dimensions of Music. Students analyze the role of music in past and present cultures throughout the world, noting cultural diversity as it relates to music, musicians, and composers. 

Modification of Harcourt Publishers Third Grade Teacher’s Manual, Unit 5, Lesson 3: “Songs and Words of Liberty.” 

Goals:
CA History Standards 3.4.3 Students know the history of important national symbols, documents, that create a sense of community among citizens.
CA VPA/Music Standards 3.2: Sing memorized songs from diverse cultures & 3.3 Play memorized songs from diverse cultures.
Description:
Show a short introductory video clip of different events (football, boxing, baseball, etc) playing the Star Spangled Banner. Have them discuss the similarities amongst the videos. Ask if anyone knows the title and/or words to the song.  Show the lyrics on an overhead projector or a Smartboard and say that these are the words/“lyrics.” Divide the lyrics into table groups or pairs and assign a line.  Have students identify the words that do not make sense in that line and guess at the meanings. Bring group together to make a list on the board of with their definitions. Have those groups/pairs replace the definition in their line.  Groups/pairs share the new line in order that they appear in the song. Discuss the meaning of the song. Discuss why important events play this song before they begin their event.  Sing the song as a group a few times to variations of the song (pop verses traditional). For homework, students will memorize song over a week or two week period and make a recording of class singing it.  
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